
Sunday, August 16th 2020. Year A Proper 15, 11th Sunday after Pentecost.  

Collect of the day: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a 

sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive 

thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed 

steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Scripture (Track 2): Isaiah 56:1,6-8, Psalm 67, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, 

Matthew 15:10-28 

Sermon 

As I was preparing the sermon for this morning, I kept finding myself drawn to 

the disciples, and what it seemed like Jesus was trying to convey to the 

disciples.  In fact, Jesus’ actions seemed almost parental to me.  Seeing those 

in his care perhaps miss the point early on, so he took an opportunity that 

arose to try and help give those present a life lesson that they could draw on 

throughout their lives. 

This morning we start with Jesus declaring that it is not what we eat that can 

defile, but instead that which comes out of our mouths that truly defiles.  And 

then right away after that the disciples rush over to Jesus to point out how the 

Pharisees had taken offense.  The disciples were paying attention to those in 

power, those with increased social standing, the upper crust and they wanted 

to be careful not to be at odds with them.  They were still playing towards the 

power and religious structures that they had become accustomed to in their 

society.  Jesus goes on to further explain his message after some prompting 

from Peter, and was even gracious in how he did so, by not just simply saying, 

hey, I’m Jesus, I know what I’m talking about.   

But next Jesus finds himself with the Canaanite woman, a woman who rightly 

calls him Son of David, and explains that her daughter is tormented by a 

demon.  The disciples see what is going on, and what they see is a woman, 

how dare she speak directly to Jesus, of the wrong tribe, an outsider, 

demanding that her daughter, both a female and a child, be healed.  The 



disciples see with the societal norms and expectations of the day, just as they 

had with the Pharisees.  But Jesus sees something different. 

Thru his back and forth with the Canaanite Woman, Jesus see her faith.  Jesus 

sees a human being, a person with faith in God’s only Son.  A person whose 

heart is breaking for the one she loves, her precious child.  So she summons all 

the courage she has, courage as big as her faith, and she boldly brings her 

desire to Jesus.  And not only does Jesus immediately heal her daughter, he 

calls out that it is her faith that has brought her daughter to wholeness.  And it 

is that calling out of her faith that I think was Jesus’ lesson to the disciples. 

Jesus was telling the disciples, you are focusing on the wrong thing.  You are 

paying attention to people’s titles, to their standing in society, to their roles in 

society, and the relative worth that society has placed on those positions and 

roles.  You are missing what is actually important.  Regardless of the worth 

that society places on a person, God cares for and cares about all of humanity.  

There is no right or wrong gender, race, tribe, or age we are all God’s children 

and all equally deserving of communion with God.  Jesus walks with all who 

come to him, all who will call upon his name, and all who rely on their faith. 

And this lesson is not just for the disciples, it is for our time, our world as well.  

It seems like in our world today there are more and more ways to separate, to 

divide, to tear apart.  Gender, race, political ideology, personal wealth and on 

and on.  So many ways to define who is in and who is out, who is an ally and 

who is to feared, who is worthy and who is unworthy.  And yet Jesus 

proclaims to us that these differences should not keep us apart, should not be 

barriers to us.  And it’s not that they don’t exist.  Jesus rightly names the 

Canaanite, “Woman”.  He doesn’t pretend she’s anything different than who 

she authentically is.  He does proclaim in his actions that she is worthy of 

God’s love and grace.  We don’t need to deny the many differences in our 

world. We do need to recognize that those differences have no bearing on 

each other’s worthiness in the sight of God, and so therefore should not have 

any bearing for us in our worthiness to each other.  Wherever and whenever 

in our lives that we allow a label or category or personal characteristic to 



lessen the worthiness of someone, we need to learn the lesson that Jesus was 

teaching to the disciples this morning.  We need to see a child of God, not an 

enemy of ideology.  We need to see a fellow member of the Kingdom of God, 

not an adversary of social standing.  We need to embrace a fellow sinner 

redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, not an outsider of no worth.   

I pray that we can live in ways that enable us to see the light of God in all, 

enable us to see worthiness as Jesus sees worthiness, enable us to  embrace 

differences as meaningful, but secondary to the love and grace that Christ has 

for all and that we should then have for all as well.  Let us learn that lesson 

today, let us live that lesson every day.  


